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Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov). 

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of 

Patent Legal Administration at (57])-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be 
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at l-(888)-786-0101 or (571)-272-4200. 
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The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires tliat you be given certain information in connection with 
your submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to 
the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this 
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routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in 
which the proceedings were terminated and which application is referenced by either a published 
application, an application open to public inspection or an issued patent. 
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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address— 
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1 . 1^ TIlis communication is responsive to 3/23/2011 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-5.7.8.11-19 and 21-24 . 

3. ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1 . ^ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) O including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 

identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the bacl() of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Theodosis Kountotsis on 6/30/201 1 . 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claims 6 and 20 are canceled. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of operating a radio network, the method comprising: 
providing a primary station (PS) and a plurality of secondary stations (SS 1 , SS2, 
SS3), determining, via the primary station, an estimated level of interest by users of 
secondary stations in a service by providing a plurality of random access slots that are 
selectively configured for permitting a temporary or permanent allocation of a portion of 
the plurality of random access slots based on the estimated level of interest of the users 
of the secondary stations, and 

indicating, via a secondary station of the plurality of secondary stations, the 
estimated level of interest by transmitting a predetermined signal in a preselected one of 
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the plurality of random access slots, the estimated level of interest based on at least a 
threshold value [.] ; 

wherein each access slot of the plurality of random access slots includes a 
combination of one time slot and one signature, and wherein the primary station maps 
each of the plurality of random access slots to a different service such that all the 
secondary stations interested in one service transmit using one of the plurality of 
random access slots, and in that each combination of one time slot and one signature is 
contained in not more than one of the plurality of random access slots. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 1 . wherein each of the 
plurality of random access slots uses the same signature and in that each random 
access slot in the plurality of random access slots uses a different time slot. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 1 . wherein each of the 
plurality of random access slots uses the same time slot and in that each random 
access slot in the plurality of random access slots uses a different signature. 

18. (Currently Amended) A radio network comprising: 

a primary station (PS) and a plurality of secondary stations (SSI, SS2, SS3), 
wherein the primary station (PS) includes means for determining an estimated level of 
interest by users of secondary stations in a service, the means providing a plurality of 
random access slots that are selectively configured for permitting a temporary or 
permanent allocation of a portion of the plurality of random access slots based on the 
estimated level of interest of the users of the secondary stations. 
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wherein a secondary station of the plurality of secondary stations indicates the 
estimated level of interest by transmitting a predetermined signal in a preselected one of 
the plurality of random access slots, the estimated level of interest based on at least a 
threshold value[.] ; and 

wherein each access slot includes a combination of one time slot and one 
signature, wherein the primary station (PS) comprises means for mapping each of the 
plurality of random access slots to a different service such that all the secondary 
stations interested in one service transmit using one of the plurality of random access 
slots, and wherein each combination of one time slot and one signature is contained in 
not more than one of the plurality of random access slots. 

23. (Currently Amended) A primary station for use in a radio network comprising: 

at least one primary station (PS) and a plurality of secondary stations (SSI , SS2, 

SS3), 

wherein the primary station (PS) includes means for determining an estimated 
level of interest by users of secondary stations in a service, the means providing a 
plurality of random access slots that are selectively configured for permitting a 
temporary or permanent allocation of a portion of the plurality of random access slots 
based on the estimated level of interest of the users of the secondary stations, 

wherein a secondary station of the plurality of secondary stations indicates the 
estimated level of interest by transmitting a predetermined signal in a preselected one of 
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the plurality of random access slots, the estimated level of interest based on at least a 
threshold value[.] : and 

wherein each access slot of the plurality of random access slots includes a 
combination of one time slot and one signature, and wherein the at least one primary 
station maps each of the plurality of random access slots to a different service such that 
the plurality of secondary stations interested in one service transmit using one of the 
plurality of random access slots, and in that each combination of one time slot and one 
signature is contained in not more than one of the plurality of random access slots. 

24. (Currently Amended) A secondary station for use in a radio network 
comprising: 

a primary station (PS) and a plurality of the secondary stations (SSI , SS2, SS3), 
wherein the primary station (PS) includes means for determining an estimated 
level of interest by users of secondary stations in a service, the means providing a 
plurality of random access slots that are selectively configured for permitting a 
temporary or permanent allocation of a portion of the plurality of random access slots 
based on the estimated level of interest of the users of the secondary stations, 

wherein a secondary station of the plurality of secondary stations indicates the 
estimated level of interest by transmitting a predetermined signal in a preselected one of 
the plurality of random access slots, the estimated level of interest based on at least a 
threshold value[.] : and 
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wherein each access slot of the plurality of random access slots includes a 
combination of one time slot and one signature, and wherein the primary station maps 
each of the plurality of random access slots to a different service such that all the 
secondary stations interested in one service transmit using one of the plurality of 
random access slots, and in that each combination of one time slot and one signature is 
contained in not more than one of the plurality of random access slots. 

Reason For Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The closest 
prior art Van Heeswyk US Patent No. 6,765, 883 in view of Sinnarajah et al. Pub. No. 
2004/0008679 and further in view of Salloum Salazar et al. Patent No. 6,700,878 fail to 
teach the limitation of "wherein a secondary station of the plurality of secondary 
stations indicates the estimated level of interest by transmitting a predetermined signal 
in a preselected one of the plurality of random access slots, the estimated level of 
interest based on at least a threshold value; and wherein each access slot includes a 
combination of one time slot and one signature, wherein the primary station (PS) 
comprises means for mapping each of the plurality of random access slots to a different 
service such that all the secondary stations interested in one service transmit using one 
of the plurality of random access slots, and wherein each combination of one time slot 
and one signature is contained in not more than one of the plurality of random access 
slots." These limitations, in combination of remaining of elements, were not taught nor 
suggested by the prior art. 



Application/Control Number: 10/599,858 
Art Unit: 2617 



Page 7 



Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NIZAR SIVJI whose telephone number is (571 )270- 
7462. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Eng can be reached on (571) 272-7495. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 -273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status Information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/NIZAR SIVJI/ 
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/George Eng/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 261 7 
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